
 

HOMETOWN CIVITAN CLUB MEETING MINUTES 

June 3, 2025       10:45 a.m.    Evans Prairie CC  

www.HometownCivitanClub.org         www.HometownCharities.org 

 

OPENING: President Judi Higbee called the meeting to order at 10:50 and led the 

14 attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance and the Civitan Creed. She then 

introduced the speakers from Days for Girls International, Marilyn Sands and 

Sandy Montemaggi of The Villages Club, who gave a most interesting 

presentation about their mission.  

PROGRAM: Days for Girls was started in 2008 by Celeste Mergens who was 

volunteering at an orphanage in Kenya, when she saw girls sitting on pieces of 

cardboard. She asked about that and was told that there was no money for 

sanitary products for the girls so they had to stay out of school during their 

period. Disposable products in very rural areas were not the answer, so her team 

designed a reusable pad that can be washed with a small amount of water and 

dried.  

Today, local clubs sew and assemble kits that contain 2 panties, 2 shields, 8 

liners, washcloth, bar of soap, and waterproof bag all in a tote bag. Kits have 

been distributed to over 3.5 million girls and women in over 140 countries. A 

trained instructor teaches them about their reproductive system and provides 

them with a dignified way to handle their periods, which keeps them in school. 

Donations are always welcome but the local chapter needs fabric to make the 

products. Contact info was provided for donations from local sewing clubs. 

MEETING:   

1. New Members Recognition:  New Member packets were given to Cathy 

Gooding and Regina Clymans, who was also given her nametag.  

2. Club Recruitment Award for 2023-24 from CI was received when four new 

members joined that year:  Julie Stein, Barbara Morris, Maureen Carr, and 

Laura Wall. All will be provided with an updated packet that includes the 

club bylaws. 

3. Hometown has received the Honor Club of Excellence for 2023-24 award 

which recognizes a club for its achievements in the fulfillment of the Civitan 

http://www.hometowncivitanclub.org/
http://www.hometowncharities.org/


mission, good management of club operations, engaging membership 

programs, and bringing awareness to both local and International Civitan 

through its marketing efforts. Judi explained the application process, noting 

that it takes all club members working together to accomplish 6 to 8 items 

in each of 4 categories. Their dedication and involvement over the year 

with all aspects of our club are commendable and appreciated. The special 

badge was pinned on the big banner. 

4. Thanks and congratulations to the Bunco committee – Doris Field, Ilene 

Hyams, Mary Anderson and Betty Rohan – for hosting a most successful 

and fun bunco fundraiser that earned $1,500 for the club. Many attendees 

wanted to make sure they are invited to the event again next year! 

There is no club meeting in July or August. There is no board meeting in July. 

Next Club Meeting: September 2nd – Presentation of 2025-26 Officers and 

Directors. 

Next Outing: Plans are underway for a visit, with lunch afterwards, to the 

Appleton Museum of Art at the College of Central Florida in Ocala. 

June, July and August Birthdays: Judi Higbee - 6/6, Cathy Gooding - 6/28, 

Angela Vickers - 7/20, Doris Field - 7/21, Mary Anderson - 8/8 

 

Respectfully submitted by Judi Higbee 

 

HAVE A HAPPY AND SAFE SUMMER! 


