
HOMETOWN CIVITAN CLUB  

The Villages, Florida 

Meeting Minutes of September 14, 2021 

Opening:  A regular meeting at Perkins, Lady Lake, was called to order by the sounding of the bell at 

9:30 a.m., by President Mary Anderson who welcomed everyone then led us in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.   

There were 25 members and guests in attendance. Laura McLaughlin introduced Traci Oliver and 

Melissa Steele-Matovu from Sumter County Elections office who were instrumental in making our 

Adopt-A-Precinct fundraiser a success. Sharlene Floam introduced her guest, Paula Goldstein, who 

wishes to join Hometown and will mail her application and dues to club Secretary Judi Higbee.  

Mary passed the Happy Box with $16 being collected.  Tory Palivoda shared an inspirational reading.  

Mary offered our condolences to Karen Chlebek on the passing of her husband and to Rebecca 

Randall on the passing of a young man member of her household to COVID-19 last week. Tory has 

sent cards to both from the club. Mary also announced that Beth Halstead has resigned as 

President-Elect due to health issues. She will remain an active member of the club. Mary asked for a 

volunteer to fill that officer position for the coming year.   

Mary asked everyone to stand to confirm our mission and purpose by reading aloud the Civitan 

Creed. 

Grant Presentations:  The main purpose of this meeting was to distribute checks awarded to the 

501(c)(3) charities chosen by the Philanthropy Committee.  Laura McLaughlin, representing that 

committee, called the recipients up individually and asked them to explain a bit about their 

organization and how the money will be used. 

BettyAnn Klein accepted for Center Hill Children's Mission      $3,000 

David Douglas and Rebecca Randall accepted for Hand In Hand, Lake County, Inc.  $2,000 

Linda Krupski and Nancy Hartkop accepted for LovExtension, Inc.    $2,000 

Karen Cunningham accepted for Marion Therapeutic Riding Association   $1,000 

Carole Savage accepted for PACE Center for Girls – Marion     $2,100 

In absentia, a check will be mailed to Young Performing Artists, Inc.   $1,000 

Club member Chickie Holtzman was so taken with Karen Cunningham's heartwarming story that she 

wrote a check to Marion Therapeutic Riding Assn. for $1,000. 

Old Business:  CI July Convention recap: All pictures and info are in the scrapbook and on the 

website. Our Silent Auction gift basket sold for $85. Tory attached our award badges to our banner. 

New Business:  Community Service: Adopt-A-Precinct dates are August 13-20 and October 25 - 

November 5, 2022. At least 35 workers will be needed so it's never too early to recruit! 

 



Projects and Committee Reports: 

Projects – The Hand In Hand Tea fundraiser – Purses For A Purpose – has been postponed to 

Saturday, February 19, 2022. Please continue to collect new or gently used boutique purses. 

Fundraising – Karen Schwering will reserve a rec. center room for a Bunco event early next year. 

Membership – Everyone received an email about CI President Frank Kelly's campaign to recruit a 

new member by September 30 and receive a special Starfish Pin. We may have a winner! 

Tory will get pictures of our new members and print a page to be inserted in the club Directory. 

Social – Lana Rosenberg reported that the August pool party at Chickie Holtzman's has been 

rescheduled for October 28.  A new invitation to all members will be sent.  Also, a survey of the 

membership revealed the majority of club members would like to have a scheduled visit with a 

charity and then lunch after at a nearby restaurant on an every-other-month schedule. 

Newsletter – Diane Seymour said her deadline for submitting articles for the October 1st issue of 

Hometown Happenings is September 22nd.  She will be adding a section on upcoming birthdays as 

well as a calendar of upcoming events. 

Website – Judi Higbee said an Event Calendar has been added to the Take Part tab. All Project 

Leaders are requested to inform Judi of any and all visit dates to be posted on the calendar as 

evidence of our club members' participation in our charity projects. There are many new videos 

added to the New Member Resources section under the Take Part tab. 

www.hometowncivitanclub.com  

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 a.m.  

The next club meeting will be October 5, speaker BettyAnn Klein of Center Hill Children's Mission.  

The next BOD meeting will be September 21, 10:30 a.m. at Bob Evans, Colony Plaza.   

Speaker for the November 2 meeting will be Nery Kircher, an author born in Cuba who escaped 

communism, a former Florida District Governor and President of Marco Island Civitan Club. 

Respectfully submitted by Judi Higbee, Secretary. 

 

Attendees:  Mary Anderson, Sue Ann Baker, Sharlene Floam, Claire Gore, Judi Higbee, Chickie 

Holtzman, Arlene Kaplan, Laura McLaughlin, Tory Palivoda, Rebecca Randall, Betty Rohan, Lana 

Rosenberg, Carole Savage, Karen Schwering, Diane Seymour, Kris Tygrett, guest Paula Goldstein, 

charity reps Karen Cunningham, David Douglas, Linda Krupski, Nancy Hartkop, BettyAnn Klein, 

Melissa Steele-Matovu and Traci Oliver from Sumter County Elections, and Andrea Davis/Daily Sun. 

http://www.hometowncivitanclub.com/

