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Whatbegan as a vision

to serve has

wh Into a

decade of positivity. This
year, the Hometown Civitan
Club celebrates its 10th
anniversary and the impact
it’s had in the community.

By CHASITY BOATMAN
Daily Sun Staff Writer

The Hometown Civitan Club is
marking its 10th anniversary
in 2025. Or rather, it is cele-
brating the dedicated service it
has given to Sumter, Lake and
Marion counties, giving more
than $300,000 in combined
charitable contributions and
volunteer hours. :

Founded on May 1, 2015,
over the years Hometown
Civitan has launched initia-
tives ranging from youth
mentoring and school supply
drives to housing support and
therapeutic programs.

Betty Rohan, club founder
and past president, looked back
at how she turned personal
tragedy into a mission of
service.

“In 2012, my husband got
sick and died within a month,”
said Rohan, of the Village
of Collier. “I was beyond
distraught, and found solace in
a Civitan Club in Jacksonville.
When I moved to The Villages

in 2014, I was surprised there
wasno Civitan Club.”

Founded in 1917, Civitan
International is a collection of
service clubs around the world,
each dedicated to helping
people in their own communi-
ties in whatever way is needed.
Since the 1950s, the club has
put a special focus of helping
people with developmental
disabilities.

ohan said she was told The
Villages already had too
many service clubs.

“But I knew there was room
for Civitan,” she said. “We have
women who have served on
boards of nonprofits, packed
lunch boxes, collected money
for Christmas gifts and served

in any way you can think of.

This club and the women in
it have made an important
impact on my life.”

Deb McCoy, a founding
member and a former presi-
dent of Hometown Civitan
Club, said she brought her
experience from Leesburg
Civitan.

“When I joined Leesburg

Civitan in 1997, it was all men
at the time,” McCoy said.
“Three men left because I
joined, and they said they
didn’t want a coed club. After
that, the rest voted me in as
president.”

Laura McLaughlin, a past
president and longtime club
member, said she knew Betty
Rohan in Jacksonville, so
joining the club was a “no
brainer.”

“Ttallfell into place, and I've
been a member for nine years,”
said McLaughlin, of the Village
of Collier. “One of my proudest
moments was helping us gain
501(c)(3) status. I also intro-
duced the Adopt-a-Precinct
fundraiser, which worked very
well at raising money.”

ary Anderson, who

moved to The Villages
in 2014, said she knew about
the Civitan Club because her
father was involved in one in
Maryland.

“I served as president during
the COVID-19 pandemic,
which was a challenging time,”
she said. “We pushed on and
raised $42,000 through the
Adopt-a-Precinct program.”

Many Civitan Clubs have
Adopt-a-Precinct programs to
raise money while supporting
the election process. Clubs
provide volunteers to staff
polling places during election
days. In return they receive
payment for hours worked.

“It was cold outside, but we
did it,” said Anderson, of the
Village of Collier. “Over the
years, I've learned so much
about what exists outside The
Villages bubble, and I'm proud
that we are helping make areal
difference in the area.”

The Civitan Club divided the
money from Adopt-a-Precinct
among several beneficiaries,
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Hometown Civitan member Arlene Kaplan, of the Village
of St. Charles, from left, club president Judi Higbee, of
the Village of Belvedere, and past president Karen
Schwering. of the Village of Collier, stand in front of the
Sumter County Service Center., where club members help

during election season.

including Patriot Service Dogs,
Hand in Hand Recovery and
Our Moment Cafe.

Penny Badolato, another
past president, said she led
the club’s projects at The
Ruth House, a Christ-
centered, residential recovery
program in The Villages
for women dealing with
substance abuse.

“These women deserve to
feel good about their home,”
said Badolato, of the Village
of Collier. “So, we painted,
furnished it and taught them
how to clean. They worked
alongside us.”

In 2017, The Ruth House
merged with Hand in Hand
Recovery becoming one
program, still called Hand in

Hand Recovery, serving both
men and women.

urrent club president Judi

Higbee said three years
ago she learned of Beacon
College. It is a private college
in Leesburg that is the first
accredited college in the
nation that exclusively serves
students with learning disabili-
tiesand ADHD.

“Most everyone in the club
has someone with special
needs close to them,” said-
Higbee, of the Village of Belve-
dere. “One of my grandsons has
cerebral palsy and has been
wheelchair bound. Another
grandsonhas ADHD.”

In 2024, a grant from The
Hometown Civitan Club

Daily Sun file photo

provided a $2,560 scholarship

that provided financial support
to astudent.

Higbee said her first act as
president was to present the
board with the revised bylaws
she’d written.

“They were approved,”
Higbee said. “One of our
biggest achievements in 2024
was adding a fundraising
wing to the club in the form
of Hometown Charities. It’s
a 501(c)(®@) tax exempt, not-
for-profit that enhances our
fundraising abilities because
donations are tax-free for the
donor.” .

Hometown Civitan Club
members celebrated its 10th
anniversary May 6 during their
general membership meeting.

“It really says something
that you have made it to
10 years,” Civitan Interna-
tional President Michael
Morgan said in a video
presentation.

“You ladies who were
founding members of the
club, and ladies who have
come alongside because of the
mission continue to amaze
me with what you provide to
your community,” Morgan
said. “As we head into the
summer months, I want to
thank you and your members
for your dedication, passion
and continued commitment to
the mission of Civitan. It’s with
this commitment that we will
continue to make a difference
in the lives that we serve.”

The next Hometown
Civitan Club meeting is at
10:45 a.m. Tuesday at Evans
Prairie Restaurant. For more
information, visit hometown
civitanclub.org.



