
 

HOMETOWN CIVITAN CLUB MEETING  

September 2, 2025       10:45 a.m.    Evans Prairie CC Restaurant 

www.HometownCivitanClub.org         www.HometownCharities.org 

President Judi Higbee welcomed everyone and led reciting of the Pledge of 

Allegiance and Civitan Creed.  

Incoming President Deb McCoy presented Outgoing President Judi Higbee with 

two bouquets of flowers, thanking her for serving as President for two years – 

2023-2025. 

PROGRAM:  Laura McLaughlin spoke on Hometown’s Charities, Volunteering and 

Fundraising over the past ten years. In all we have supported 26 organizations, 

including schools, with our grants totaling $95,672, our time, and our gifts to 

make a difference in the lives of our neighbors who have specific needs. 

Grants Presentation: Laura presented a grant of $5,000 from Hometown 

Charities, Inc. to Rich Killion of Beacon College. We have a special connection 

with Rich and the students of Beacon College, which he spoke to us about their 

difficulties of leaving home but how this unique college is equipped with 

specialists and special programs to guide them through this new learning 

experience. Our scholarships provide them with the funds to buy their books and 

all the necessary educational materials and costs involved with their higher level 

of achievement.  (Please see video on our website.) 

Included in the grants presentation was mention of our annual support of the 

Civitan International Research Center (CATH) and meeting support funding for 

the Sunrise Civitan Club, Inc. 

Deb McCoy has arranged with Ronald McDonald House in Orlando for us to 

participate in their special program/project of providing dinner to the 

parent/family residents one evening. Our event is scheduled for Monday, 

November 24, 2025. A team of seven will make and serve salad, rolls, spaghetti 

and meatballs. Please let Deb know if you are interested in taking part in this fun 

and most appreciated project.  

Deb provided everyone with a Member Interest and Participation survey. A 

separate email will be sent to everyone asking us for our opinions and ideas. 

http://www.hometowncivitanclub.org/
http://www.hometowncharities.org/


Laura presented the slate of officers and board members for 2025-26. She called 

for nominations from the floor; there being none, she asked for a show of hands 

of all those in favor of electing said candidates; the vote was unanimous with no 

objections. Installation of Officers will be at our next club meeting on 10/7/25. 

See attached roster. 

October first is the beginning of the Civitan fiscal year, which means that 

Membership Dues are payable in the amount of $150.00. Please make your 

check payable to Hometown Civitan Club, Inc. and give it to Treasurer Ilene 

Hyams. Please contact her if you have any changes. 

Fall Social: A Docent Tour of Appleton Museum of Art at the College of Central 

Florida in Ocala on Thursday, 9/18 at 10:30 a.m. Those of you who were not at 

the meeting and would like to join the group, please contact Lana who has a list 

of those interested in going. She will email all attendees so they can make travel 

arrangements. 

Judi gave a summary report on the CI Annual Convention. Our website front 

page has the document as well as a video presentation of the highlights. 

Member Recognition: Barbara Morris has been unable to attend meetings for 

over a year and we were so happy to have her back. Judi gave her a 10th 

anniversary mug as she was unable to attend that celebration. 

Fundraiser: Adopt-A-Precinct – working the Special Elections on 9/30 & 12/9. Six 

volunteers will work the Supervisor of Elections Phone Bank both days, earning a 

total of $2,940. 

Purses of Purpose Tea on 9/13. Several are attending. 

Next Club Meeting: October 7th – Installation of new officers by Past District 

Governor Daniella Nevells. 

Complete Calendar of Events is available on our website. 

SOCIAL: The Happy Box made $31.    Ilene Hyams won the Door Prize drawing. 

Ten attendees – Margie, Cathy, Judi, Ilene, Deb, Laura, Barbara, Betty, Lana and 

Julie, as well as guest Rich Killion and John Higbee took pictures/video. 

September Birthdays:  Today is Honorary Member John Higbee’s birthday.        

9-Diane Iacone, 15-Marilyn Ettman, 17-Maureen Anderson, 19-Laura Wall. 

Respectfully submitted by Judi Higbee. 


