HOMETOWN CIVITAN CLUB MEETING MINUTES
April 7, 2026 10:45 a.m. Evans Prairie CC Restaurant

www.HometownCivitanClub.org www.HometownCharities.org

WELCOME: President Deb McCoy opened the meeting by welcoming everyone
then leading the Pledge of Allegiance and Civitan Creed. She recognized Ilene
Hyams' two out-of-town guests and out-of-town member Diane Iacone.

PROGRAM: April is Civitan Awareness Month and National Volunteer Month. Club
member Gay Aaron, who lives in St. Augustine, came to speak about her 50
Years in Civitan. She spoke briefly about the founding of the men’s civic
organization in 1917, the organization accepting women in 1974, then her joining
a new club in 1975. Gay delighted us with personal anecdotes from her years of
serving in clubs, then districts, then the national office, culminating in being
elected Civitan International President in 2009 to 2010.

When Gay was finished, Deb was honored to present her with a special 50 Year
Member pin from Civitan International with accompanying letter of
congratulations from CI President John Sofley. The event was covered by Chasity
Boatman, Charity News Editor of The Villages Daily Sun.

INSTALLATION OF NEW MEMBER: Jacki Wasserman was properly initiated into
the club with a New Member Packet, name tag and HCC pin. Being a retired
Special Education teacher, Jacki said she was very happy to have found Civitan
and Hometown which actively support people with special needs.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: April is the beginning of our third quarter so everyone
received an updated roster and birthday list (see attached). The Charities
brochure was recently updated, everyone received one as well as the Hometown
Club brochure.

Doris Field received a thank you letter from Robin McGraw of the Guardian Ad
Litem Office, expressing their appreciation for all of our donations last December
that brought cheer and smiles to many of the vulnerable foster children of Lake
County.


http://www.hometowncivitanclub.org/
http://www.hometowncharities.org/

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES:

1. For several reasons, the Board has decided not to participate in the annual
Best Buddies Friendship Walk in Orlando any longer. We will continue to
take part in the many opportunities offered in our local tri-county area.

2. There are at least four 501(c)3 organizations needing volunteers currently.
See the contact information on our website under How We Serve or
contact Judi Higbee if you need more assistance.

PROGRAMS: The membership requested more information on the Civitan
International Research Center, so a program was scheduled for the June
Meeting. So that we can show videos on a big screen that everyone can see and
hear, that meeting is changed to Monday, June 15t at the Fruitland Park
Library, at 10:30 a.m. Mark Your Calendar. Refreshments will be provided by
the club. Thirteen members have confirmed that they will be there. Final details
will be sent out prior to the meeting. Location: 604 W. Berckman Street (corner
of Rose Avenue and Laurel Street)

SOCIAL: Lana Rosenberg is coordinating a tour of Clifford House in Eustis, an
independently-housed citrus museum. Guided tours are only given twice a week
so picking a date has been difficult. Hopefully we can go in May.

HAPPY BOX: Many shared how they had volunteered over the past month and
some significant happenings in their lives.

MOMENT OF INSPIRATION: Doris Field chose a few special quotes on Service.

NEXT CLUB MEETING: May 5, 2026 — Speaker from Bless Wildwood, a group that
serves and supports the Wildwood community. (11% anniversary)

NEXT CLUB BOARD MEETING: April 15, Fruitland Park Library - café at 9:00 am,
9:30 meeting in the community room. Everyone is invited to attend.

Directions: CR-466A east toward US-27/441, in Fruitland Park turn Right at traffic
light onto Rose Avenue, Left on Laurel Street, Right into parking lot. (604 W.
Berckman Street)

Submitted by Judi Higbee, Secretary, 4/8/26



